
	 Learn about opportunities for women in 
business, women in STEM and women across the 
globe, and get new ideas to improve your branch, at 
AAUW Ohio’s Annual Equity Day and Convention, 
April 9-10 in Akron.

	 The theme is Women Worldwide: 
Leadership, Advocacy and Policy, and you will 
learn about these three topics -- and more -- at this 
two-day event held at the Quaker Square Inn.

16th Annual AAUW Ohio Equity Day
Saturday, April 9, 10 a.m - 5 p.m.

	 Two of three noted keynote speeches that day 
will focus on women and leadership. Talks include:

	 Candace Campbell 
Jackson, vice president 
and chief of staff at the 
University of Akron, at 
10:15 a.m. on “Women 
and Leadership.”

	
	

Karen Rainey, AAUW Ohio 
public policy advocate, at 
1 p.m. on “Shaping Public 
Policy.”

	 Dr. Katherine Fell, 
president of the University 
of Findlay, will speak at 
the optional 7 p.m. Awards 
Banquet on “Women and 
Leadership.”

	 Three breakout 
sessions are also scheduled 
-- one in the morning and 
two in the afternoon. Topics  
include:

•	 Small business and entrepreneurship

•	 Mission-based programming and public policy

•	 STEM Education Initiative

•	 Empowering women through education

•	 Status of women in Israel

•	 Immigration and women

•	 Women and STEM

•	 Factory farms

•	 Social media and you

	 Equity Day will wrap up with an optional 
Awards Banquet at 7 p.m. followed by a reception.

86th Annual AAUW Ohio Convention
Sunday, April 10, 8:15 a.m - 3 p.m.

	 From an orientation session for new members 
to a membership workshop to personalized 
roundtable sessions with AAUW Ohio board 
members, you will be kept busy -- and informed -- 
on Sunday.

	 At the first breakout 
session, you will meet with 
the board member that 
performs the same state-wide 
function you do for your 
branch.

	 At the second, you 
choose between a Legacy 
Circle panel discussion and 
a discussion of Bowling 
Green’s Digital Mirror 
Project, a computer camp for 
girls that won a $10,000 AAUW Community Action 
Grant.

	 Our annual business meeting, lunch and 
installation of officers by AAUW Executive 
Director Linda Hallman will close the day’s events.

	 The cost for each day is $60, which includes 
muffins and coffee in the morning and lunch.  
Complete the Registration Form in this issue or 
available online and submit it with your check -- or 
pay using PayPal on our website -- by March 19.

	 Plan to bring first-timers so they can meet state 
board members, make friends and participate in the 
Silent Auction to benefit AAUW Funds. Visit http://
aauwoh.org/aauwoh/events/2011-convention/.

Register now for April State Convention 
and focus on “Women Worldwide”

AAUW Ohio Orbit Newsletter
1444 Wuchter St.
Barberton, OH  44203

Dates to remember

March 19
Registration Deadline 

for
87th Annual AAUW 
Ohio Convention

Quaker Square Inn 
Akron

Registration Form in this 
issue or register online at 

http://aauwoh.org.

April 1
Registration Deadline

for
BeWise Camp
Visit http://www.
bewisecamp.org/

April 6
Deadline for
NCCWLC

Scholarship 
Applications

See Pg. 3

April 9-10
16th Equity Day and 
87th Annual AAUW 
Ohio Convention

See story this page
and more on Pg. 3.

May 10
FOCA Lobby Day

Columbus

June 2-4
NCCWLC

Washington, D.C. 

June 16-19
AAUW National 

Convention
Washington, D.C.

Visit http://convention.
aauw.org.
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News from branches around Ohio 
	 Tiffin, Findlay, Delaware, Dayton, Toledo, Worthington, 
and Springfield branches assisted with AAUW Ohio’s statewide 
effort to pass Sentate Bill 235 by holding programs last year on 
the topic of human trafficking, The bill, sponsored by State Senator 
Teresa Fedor and signed by Governor Ted Strickland Dec. 23, 
makes human trafficking a stand-alone felony in the second degree 
and was the product of more than five years of hard work. 
	 Springfield Branch is featuring women authors at its February 
and March meetings. On Feb. 7 at 7 p.m. in Phoades Hall at Clark 
State Community College, Amy Livingstone, a branch member, 
will speak on her new book. Titled Out of Love for My Kin, it is 
about interaction between French noble families of 14th Century 
France, The March 21 meeting at 7 p.m. at Bayley Auditorium at 
Wittenberg University will feature Dr. Kornitha Williams of Ohio 
State University discussing “Black Lynching Plays of the 1930’s.” 
The event is co-sponsored by the Wittenberg University Women’s 
Center.
	 Medina County Branch is accepting applications until Feb. 
25 for two scholarships for the BeWISE science and math camp.
Local chair of the scholarship committee is Carol Thombs. Contact 
her at 330-948-1343 or at cb98thombs@frontier.com for additional 
information and scholarship forms. 
	 Mansfield Branch named three scholarship winners for 
2010. They are Candace Cox from North Central State College; Joan 
Paterson, MedCentral Nursing College; and Evelyn Franklin, Ohio 
State University. Each winner received a $500 check from the branch 
scholarship fund, which is supported by the annual branch book sale.
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Starz Award winners at the 2010 AAUW Ohio Convention.
- Photo collage courtesy of Medina County Branch

Candace Campbell 
Jackson 

Be an AAUW star at 2011 AAUW Ohio 
Equity Day and Convention April 9-10

Karen Rainey 

Dr. Katherine Fell 

Linda Hallman 

Stay up to date: Visit AAUW Ohio on the Web 

at http://aauwoh.org and on Facebook and Twitter.



Resources from 
National on the 

STEM theme
1. Do your research 
on the topic using the 
AAUW report, Why So 
Few? Women in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics. 
This in-depth report profiles 
eight key research findings 
that point to environmental 
and social barriers that block 
women’s participation and 
progress in STEM. Visit 
http://www.aauw.org/learn/
research/current.cfm.

2. Plan a program on the 
topic using a Program in a 
Box called
Why So Few? Women 
in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and 
Mathematics
Use it to share ideas on how 
we can help open scientific 
and engineering fields more 
fully to girls and women. 
Visit http://www.aauw.org/
member_center/programs/
upload/PIAB_WSF.pdf.

3. Get the word out about 
your event using Why So 
Few? tools. They include 
an event flyer and a sample 
press release. Visit http://
www.aauw.org/member_
center/programs/PIABtoolkit.
cfm.
You have a vote!
	 Thanks to “One 
Member, One Vote,” 
approved at the 2009 
AAUW National 
Convention, every 
member can have a voice 
in directing the future 
of AAUW and vote for 
candidates, proposed 
bylaws amendments 
and resolutions and the 
proposed Public Policy 
Program. You can vote 
on paper or online. Paper 
ballots will be mailed 
April 15. Visit the AAUW 
Member Center for 
details. 			

	New Public Policy Advocate 
at work for us in Columbus

	 Karen Rainey, a seasoned government professional, is now helping advocate for Ohio women 
in Columbus.
	 She was appointed as Public Policy Advocate for AAUW Ohio last October.  She is a charter 
member of the Worthington Branch and served as its president, program vice president and bulletin 
editor. She is also a member of the Delaware Branch.
	 In addition, Karen is the housing advocate for the League of Women Voters of Ohio and served 
as its volunteer legislative director for six years. She is the state league’s representative on the 
board of the Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio and was named its advocate of the 
year in 2007.  She is currently co-president of the league in Delaware County.

Karen has a bachelor’s degree from Thiel College in Greenville, Penn., and a master’s in urban affairs 
from the University of Pittsburgh.  Her working life was spent in city, county and state government, including stints in urban 
planning and community development, administration of job training programs and coordination of state-local government 
relations.
	 You can reach Karen at 48 Columbus Ave., Delaware, OH 43015, 740-368-9001, karengr@yahoo.com.

AAUW Ohio
www.aauwoh.org
President
Patricia Millhoff 
patohaauw@gmail.
com

Administrative 
Coordinator
Kathy Shaffer
ksaauw@gmail.com

Membership VP
Gillian Holzhauser 
Graber
gholzhausergrab@
woh.rr.com

Program VP
Deborah Wooldridge 
dgwoold@bgsu.edu

Fundraising VP
Adrienne Knight
knighta@bgsu.edu 

Finance Officer
Tricia Sanford-
Speiser, 
trishsanfordspeiser@
gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Carol Harner
charner103@aol.com

Public Policy Chair
Jackie Evangelista
jevangelista@
roadrunner.com

Diversity Chair
Sally Dye
sally.dye@
cardingtonschools.org

Nominations Chair
Pat Chaloupek pchal@
zoominternet.net

Immediate Past 
President
Diane Regan, regan.
diane@gmail.com

Public Info Officer
Paula Maggio
maggiop@uakron.edu

Karen Rainey

  Straight  talk
	 	     f r o m  P a t r i c i a  M i l l h o f f
		                P r e s i d e n t ,  A A U W  O h i o

Join l ike-minded people working 
f o r  b e t t e r  w o r l d  a t  C o n v e n t i o n 
	 I was sitting thinking, “Why 
would anyone go to a state 
convention?”
	 You may have to drive a fair 
distance, you pay a registration 
fee, and sometimes discussions 
seem to take way too long.  	
	 But little is more exciting than 
sitting in a room of like-minded 
people who are trying to make 
the world a better place. And that 
is really what is going on at an 
AAUW convention.
	 Just look over the highlights 
of the program on Page 1 of this 
issue, then go to our website to 
download the full schedule of the 
April 9-10 event. You can talk 
about public policy, leadership, 
legislation, the environment 
and membership. You can go to 
large group meetings and small 
group discussions. You can help 
improve your branch or just 
improve your mind.
We can do it together
	 I think an AAUW convention 
must be like an Amway meeting, 
even though I’ve never been to 
one. You go listen to someone 
talk and then leave saying, “I can 
do that.” Or in our case, “We can 
do that.”
	 We used to sing those AAUW 
songs, and it seemed silly to me 
at the time. But there really is 
something to be said for getting 
together and remembering we are 
all in this together.
	 How exciting is it that Linda 
Hallman, national AAUW 
executive director, will be 
with us? Let’s turn out in large 
numbers so she can see just how 
truly successful Ohio is. 
	 Several people have contacted 

me about counterpart reports.  
Please send a memo to your 
board counterpart setting forth 
what you have done this year, 
and what help you need.
	 Please send your program 
booklet to Deborah Woodridge if 
you haven’t already.
Consider the future   
	 Over the past several months 
I have had a number of e-mails 
from other state presidents. 
Everyone is examining, “What is 
the future of state boards?  What 
is our function?  What should we 
be doing?”
	 A question being asked 
by many states is how many 
members should the state board 
have?  What offices?
	 It appears overall that Ohio 
is in pretty good shape. We 
continue to have more than forty 
functioning branches.  Many are 
growing with exciting program 
ideas. But we still need to be 
involved in long-range strategic 
planning. 
	 In order to try to figure 
out what our future holds, we 
soon will be sending a survey 
requesting your views on 
membership,  convention, the 
leadership conference, etc. 
	 So as you mark on your 
calendars the dates for the 
convention, be thinking about our 
future.
	 Please invite others to attend 
convention with you. I went for 
the first time because someone 
in my branch invited me. I soon 
was applying for AAUW national 
grants and holding local office. 
And AAUW became part of my 
day-to-day life. 

	 Also, please remember to 
invite your local girls to attend 
BeWISE Camp and to invite your 
local young college women to 
apply for our state scholarships 
for the AAUW National 
Conference for College Women 
Leaders. You can download the 
application from our website.
Going national in D.C.
	 Speaking of marking your 
calendars, please try to attend 
the AAUW National Convention 
in D.C. June 16-19. If going to 
the Ohio convention is exciting, 
the national convention is 
exhilarating. Attendees take part 
in formulating public policy, 
leadership training and just plain 
fun.
	 Since this year is in D.C. 
we will call on our various 
elected officials, a truly moving 
experience.
	 So, see you in April and June.  
I can’t wait.

Students: Apply for Leadership 
Conference Scholarships
AAUW Ohio is offering two partial scholarships to 
the National Conference for College Women 
Student Leaders, June 2-4 at the University 
of Maryland in College Park, and students can 
apply. To download the application, visit http://
aauwohio.org. April 6 is the application deadline.

National News Bites
• AAUW has been named a top-
rated nonprofit in two categories 
through GreatNonprofits’ 
reviews of charitable 
organizations. AAUW is listed 
as a top women’s empowerment 
organization and a top education 
organization.
• AAUW has been awarded 
$23,500 as part of a cy pres 
award from the judgment in the 
largest gender discrimination 
case to ever go to trial. The class 
action lawsuit against Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals Corporation 
included approximately 5,600 
women.

Book talk at Convention: Half the Sky
	 Join us Friday, April 8, at 7:30 p.m. for the AAUW 
Convention book discussion of Half the Sky: Turning 
Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide by 
Pultizer-prize-winning authors Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl 
WuDunn. The discussion will be facilitated by Holly 
Norton, AAUW Ohio member and faculty member from the 
University of Northwestern Ohio. 
BYOB: Bring your own Bag to Convention
	 In a new environmentally-friendly move, members of 
branches in the Northeast District hosting this year’s state 
Equity Day and Convention are asking participants to bring 
their own tote bags to hold the folder, program, pens, and 
name tag they will receive upon check in.

Attention, Program Vice Presidents
	 Send your Branch Program Booklets for the 2010-
2011 Mission-Based Programming Awards to Deborah 
Wooldridge, 79 Nottingham Cross, Bowling Green, OH  
43402 by March 1.
Is your branch a Communication Star?
	 Get recognition for your branch as a 2010-2011 
Communication Star for its use of print and online 
communications and social media. Visit http://aauwoh.org/
aauwoh/member-center/communications/newsletter-contest/ 
for guidelines and entry form. Deadline is March 1.

	 Dr. Deborah Wooldridge is the nominee 
for president-elect of AAUW Ohio.

	 She is a professor 
and director of the 
School of Family and 
Consumer Sciences 
and  an associate 
dean in the College of 
Education and Human 
Development  at 
Bowling Green State 
University. Deborah is 
president of Bowling 
Green Branch and 
has served as co-vice 

president of program development. In 
2007, she received the Outstanding Branch 
Member Award for her fundraising work.  
	 At the state level, she has served as vice 
president for the Educational Foundation 
and is currently vice president for 
programming.
	 She also serves on the National 
Development Committee for the AAUW 
Educational Foundation. She was recently 
recognized as the top membeship recruiter 
in the United States. 

Deborah 
Wooldridge 

President-Elect nominee
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